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Philadelphia,  March  7,  1836.. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Contributors  to  The  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  lield 
pursuant  to  the  Charter,  at  the  Hall  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society, 

James  Taylor,  Esq,  was  called  the  Chair,  and 
Frederick  Fraley  appointed  Secretary. 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  Esq.,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  presented  the  following  Report  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  for  the  past  year,  with  a  condensed  statement 
of  the  Treasurer's  Account;  which,  on  motion  of  Joseph 
D.  Brown,  Esq.,  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  print-^ 
ed  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  information  of  the  Contrib¬ 
utors, 

The  Contributors  present  then  proceeded  to  elect 
Officers  and  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year,  Messrs. 
Joseph  D.  Brown,  John  Vaughan,  and  Ccorge  Handy, 
acting  as  Tellers,  declared  the  following  gentlemen  to 
be  elected. 
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Officers  f 07'  1836. 

Patron. 

Josepli  Ritner,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealthv 

President. 

Right  Rev.  William  White,  D.  D. 
Vice-Presidents. 

P.  S.  Dupoiiceaii,  Edward  Coleman,. 

William  Y.  Birch,  Nathan  Dunn. 

Treasurer. 

Frederick  Fraley. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

.1.  Francis  Fisher. 

h' i  roiiDiNi;  Secretary. 

Davis  B,  Stacey. 

Consulting  Physician. 

Philip  S.  Physick,  M.  D. 

Visiting  Physicians, 

Caspar  Morris,  M.  D.  J.  Rhea  Barton,  M.  D.- 
Managers. 

John  Vaughan,  George  Pepper, 

John  A.  Brown,  Abraham  Miller, 

Benj.  W.  Richards,  Jacob  Snider,  jr. 

Robert  Maxwell,  George  Handy, 

C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.  Alexander  Symington,- 
John  U.  Fraley,  Isaac  S.  Lloyd. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

James  Taylor,  Chaii'inaTt, 

Fred.  Fraley,  Sec'ij. 


THIRD 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  our  Charter,  the 
Managers  of  “The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  In¬ 
struction  of  the  Blind,”  submit  to  the  Contributors, 
their  third  Annual  Report. 

Five  Pupils,  four  of  wliom  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
one  from  Maryland,  have  been  admitted  since  the  last 
Report;  and  three  have  left  the  Institution,  of  whom 
two  were  Pennsylvanians,  and  one  an  inhabitant  of  South 
Carolina. 

There. are  now  in  the  Institution,  twenty-three  Pupils, 
of  whom  twenty  are  from  within  the  State,  and  entitled 
to  the  appropriation  for  their  education — one  from  Del¬ 
aware,  and  supported  by  tliat  State — one  from  Virginia 
and  one  from  Maryland,  who  are  pay  pupils. — Their 
names,  residences,  and  tlie  dates  of  their  admission,  will 
be  found  in  a  paper  hereto  appended. 

During  the  last  year,  the  Institution  has  lost  their 
worthy  and  valuable  Teacher  of  the  Handicrafts,  John 
Roxbury.  After  a  long  illness,  he  was  anxious,  in  the 
hope  of  regaining  his  health,  to  return  to  his  own  coun¬ 
try,  for  which  lie  was  provided  with  the  necessary  means; 
but  he  died  on  his  voyage  to  E'.igland.  Tliis  loss  has  not, 
however,  suspended  any  of  the  manufactures  in  wliich 
he  had  given  instruction ;  and  !iis  place  has  been  partly 
supplied  liy  an  individual,  wiio.  besides  acting  as  Porter, 
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is  al)lc  to  instruct  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  and  paste¬ 
board  boxes. 

In  addition  to  the  l)ranclies  of  instruction  mentioned 
in  tiic  last  report,  the  Mathematics  liave  been  since  in- 
trodiiced,  in  whicli  considerable  advancement  has  been 
made;  and  the  progress  of  the  Pupils  generally,  lias  been 
satisfactory  in  every  department  of  their  intellectual 
education. 

[n  Music,  their  improvement  has  been  very  rapid. — 
Most  instruments  are  now  played  on,  or  will  soon  be 
tiiught;  ami  the  most  difiicult  compositions  are  success¬ 
fully  peformed,  both  singly  and  in  concert. — At  present, 
wc  labor  under  the  dehciency  of  good  instruments  of  all 
kinds;  most  of  those  employed  by  the  Pupils,  being  of 
;m  inferior  description,  and  several  not  belonging  to  the 
Institution. 


We  would  Iiere  make  grateful  mention  of  the  present 
of  a  beautiful  and  costly  Harp,  by  Hartman  Kuhn,  Esq., 
uiiothcr,  by  Pvir.  G.  Wiilig,  and  of  a  valuable  Violin,  by 
John  Miller,  jr.  Esq.  The  example  of  their  generosity 
ruul  tlm  knowledge  of  our  wants,  will,  we  hope,  procure 
from  the  friends  of  the  Institution,  similar  donations.  Vi¬ 
olins,  Flutes  and  Piano-fortes,  or  any  other  instruments, 
no  longer  used  by  their  possessors,  would  be  very  accept¬ 
able  and  useful  to  the  Blind. 

in  the  handicrafts,  several  new  arts  have  been  intro¬ 
duced;  liamely,  the  manufacture  of  Brooms — Shoes — 
Cabin.ct-ware — Band-boxes — Bag-mats — Hearth-rugs — 
Quilts — and  a  great  variety  of  Bead  work:  and  the  skill 
already  attained  in  tliese.  as  well  as  the  Trades  which 
have  been  taught  since  the  commencement,'^  assure  us 
tint  the  Pupils  will  leave  th.e  Institution,  with  the  ability 


■1“  'fnese  arc  ilic  niaiuiracl lire  of  Baskets — 'I'u'iiie  mid  Cord — Door-mats — 

Mattresses — Fringe — [..mnp-stands — (jiiard-cluiius — Silk  and  Head  Bags - as 

well  as  Kniuing  and  Seiving. 
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to  gain  a  comfortable  livelihood  by  the  work  of  their 
hands.  Several  other  arts  will  be  introduced  as  soon  as 
we  occupy  our  new  Buildings,  such  as  Pottery,  &c. ;  at 
present,  the  want  of  space  is  a  great  impediment  to  all 
our  manufactures. 

The  Treasurer’s  Account  is  appended,  from  which  it 
appears,  that  the  education  and  maintenance  of  each 
Pupil,  has  cost  us  about  two  hundi’ed  and  twenty-five 
dollars;  and  although,  when  our  number  sliall  be  increas¬ 
ed,  the  proportionate  expense  will  be  somewhat  dimin¬ 
ished, we  have  no  expectation  of  bringing  it  at  any  time, 
or  with  any  number,  as  low  as  two  hundred  dollars  per 
pupil,  owing  to  the  costliness  and  variety  of  the  instruc¬ 
tion  afforded.  This  last  sum,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
will  hereafter  be  supplied  by  the  States  of  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  for  each  of  the  indigent  Pu¬ 
pils  supported  by  them,  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  exact 
it  in  all  instances. 

Of  the  sale  of  articles  mauulactured  in  the  Institution, 
which  is  left  entirely  to  the  Principal,  no  accurate  ac¬ 
count  can  be  given ;  nor  is  it  important,  as  he  expends 
all  the  proceeds  in  the  purchase  of  materials,  musical 
instruments,  &c. ;  but  it  may  be  considered  as  amounting 
to  upwards  of  two  hundred  dollars.  This  item  will  be 
greatly  increased  when  all  the  manufactures  are  put  into 
full  operation. 

By  the  invitation  of  tb.e  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
the  Principal  with  the  male  Pupils  and  a  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  visited  Trentoii  during  the  last 
month.  An  Exiubition  was  there  made  before  the  Clov- 
ernor,  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a  large  audience, 
which  gave  the  highest  satisfaction;  and  we  luiderstand 
a  Ijill  has  since  unanimously  passed,  |)roviding  for  the 
maintenance  of  ten  indigent  Pupils  from  New  Jersey,  at 
two  hundred  dollars  per  pup'il. 
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At  Harrisburg,  a  Bill  has  been  reported,  suppknrent- 
Tiry  to  the  Act  to  charter  and  endow  our  Institution, 
providing,  tiiat  the  indigent  Pupils  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  shall  hereafter  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of 
two  hundred  dollars  per  pupil ;  and  we  are  in  the  daily 
hope  of  liearing  of  its  passage. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  in  the  month  of  December 
last  l)y  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  accompany  the  Prin- 
( ipal  and  Pupils,  to  Baltimore  and  Annapolis,  in  order 
to  make  known  to  the  citizens  of  Maryland,  the  advanta¬ 
ges  of  our  Institution,  and  to  olfer  to  receive  the  indigent 
Blind  from  their  State,  on  the  same  terms  which  have 
been  accepted  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  but  the  con¬ 
tinued  inclemency  of  the  weather  has  prevented  the 
journey;  upon  the  execution  of  which  design,  it  will 
belong  to  our  successors  to  decide. 

Since  the  last  Report,  a  lot  of  ground  has  been  pur¬ 
chased,  situated  on  the  north-west  corner  of  Race  and 
Schuylkill  Third  sts.,  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  feet 
on  Race  by  one  hundred  and  forty  in  depth ;  and  our  fel¬ 
low  citizen,  Mr.  Isaac  S.  Lloyd,  has  enlarged  our  site, 
by  giving  us  the  use  of  a  lot  in  the  rear  of  our  own,  of 
the  same  length  by  80  ft.  in  depth,  with  an  expressed  in¬ 
tention  of  hereafter  conveying  the  fee  to  the  Institution. 

Upon  this  lot  a  substantial  brick  building  has  been 
erected,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  feet  in  front  by 
hfty-five  feet  in  depth,  and  three  and  a  half  stories  in 
height.  This  Building  is  now  roofed;  and  we  hope, 
Vvil!  be  ready  to  receive  the  Pupils  by  the  end  of  July 
next.  The  apartments  are  numerous  and  spacious;  but 
the  edihee,  though  costly,  has  been  erected  with  the 
most  scrupulous  attention  to  economy ;  and  nothing  has 
been  spent  upon  architectural  ornaments. 

It  was  hoped,  that  the  sum  granted  by  the  State,  and 
rsubscribed  by  our  fellow  citizens,  for  the  purpose  of 
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erecting  this  edifice,  would  have  been  sufllcient, — but 
owing  to  the  unexpected  cost  of  the  lot.  it  Is  feared  tiiat 
the  Building  will  not  only  exhaust  all  our  funds,  but 
leave  the  Institution  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  about  live 
thousand  dollars :  to  relieve  it  from  this  cmbarassmejit.^ 
the  Board  of  Managers  look  with  confidence  to  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  their  fellow  citizens.  When  the  principal  edi¬ 
fice  and  workshops  are  complete  and  furnished,  and  the 
Institution  relieved  from  debt.,  such  confidence  is  felt  in 
its  prosperity,  that  no  further  appeal  for  extraordinary 
contributions  will  he  necessary. 

A  Book,  containing  seventy-nine  octavo  pages,  has 
been  printed  in  raised  characters,  for  the  use  of  the  Pu¬ 
pils,  since  the  last  Report.  It  would  be  very  desirable 
to  print  several  other  books,  and  particularly  the  Holy 
Gospels — Acts  of  the  Apostles — and  selections  from  the 
Old  Testament; — but  for  this,  the  funds  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion  are  altogether  inadecpiate.  While  all  other  classes  of 
our  community  are  gratuitously  provided  with  copies  of 
the  Word  of  God,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  Institution 
has  it  not  in  its  power  to  present  each  Pupil  on  quitting 
its  walls,  with  a  copy  of  that  Book,  so  essential  to  their 
consolation  in  this  life,  and  their  happiness  hereafter. 

In  concluding  their  Report,  the  Board  of  Managers  are 
happy  to  be  able  to  express  their  entire  satisfaction  with 
the  internal  condition  of  the  Institution — where  good 
health  and  good  discipline  have  been  preserved  uninter¬ 
rupted,  under  our  excellent  Principal,  his  Assistants, 
and  the  Matron. 

WM.  WHITE,  FresidmL 


Davis  B.  Stacey,  Rec.  Sedy. 


I  3  tr.  other  states.  20  from  Pennsylvania. 


A.IST  OP  PUPILS  IN  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION 

Foil  TQE 

I^STRI  CTIOIV  OF  THE  BEllirD. 

March  7,  1836. 


Naynes. 

r  , 

TVhere  from. 

1  Admitted. 

Abraham  INIarsh, 

Philadelphia, 

Mar.  25,  1833. 

Theodore  Myers, 

do. 

a  a 

William  Graham, 

Moyamensing. 

April  29,  “ 

George  Lafferty, 

Passyunk, 

May  7,  ‘‘ 

William  Ilatz. 

Lancaster, 

June  3,  “ 

Richard  Guyn, 

Bucks  county. 

April  12,  1834. 

Fill  Wieland, 

Lancaster, 

June  24,  “ 

Philip  Fetterow, 

York  county. 

Sept.  12,  “ 

Joseph  Ramsey, 

Philada.  county. 

Nov.  15,  “ 

John  Dice, 

York  county. 

Feb.  25,  1836. 

J  Sarah  Marsh, 

Philadelphia, 

Mar.  25,  1833. 

Mary  Ann  Mallet, 

do. 

April  29,  “ 

Mary  E.  Nunewiler, 

do. 

May  12,  1834. 

Hannah  Gilham, 

Franklin  county. 

“  16,  “ 

Hannah  Norborough, 

Chester  county. 

Sept.  6,  “ 

Sarah  Siegfried, 

Montgomery  co. 

Oct.  21,  “ 

Maria  Lightfoot, 

Chester  county. 

Nov.  7,  “ 

Catharine  Smiley 

Philadelphia, 
left  the  Institut’n. 

April  13,  1835. 

a 

Returned, 

Sept.  19,  “ 

Eliza  Solomon, 

Bucks  county. 

May  12,  “ 

Mary  V.  Roberts, 

Roxbury,  Phil.  co. 

Nov.  28,  ‘‘ 

r  Beniah  Parvin, 

1 

Newcastle,  Del. 

July  16,  1833. 

1 

Jewett  H.  Gray, 

1 

Virginia, 

Mar.  24,  1834. 

[^M.  E.  Wiley, 

Baltimore,  j 

Sept.  18,  1835. 

23 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  of  “The  Pennsylvania  Inslilulion  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind,”  respectfully  Reports: — 

That  the  Balance  in  Bank,  Feb.  28,  1835,  was  S873.  93 
That  he  has  received  during  the  year  ending 
March  1,  1836,  from  various  sources,  .  .  S  57, 075.  61 


S  57,  949.  57 

For  the  Building  Fund, 

Donations  of  Individuals,  S  15,093.  76 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  10,000.  00 

Interest  on  temporary  J.,oans,  357.  78 

S  25,  451.  54 


For  the  Expenditure  Fund, 

Annual  Contributions,  S  644.  59 

Interest  on  Investments,  496.  87 

State  of  Penna.  for  pay  of  Pupils,  2762.  64 
Private  pay  Pupils,  ....  320.  00 


S4,224.  10 


For  temporary  Loans  paid  off,  27, 400.  00 

The  whole  amount  of  the  Donations  of  individuals,  to  the 
Building  Fund,  is  S  25,  967.  69 — of  which,  S  10,873.  93  were 
included  in  the  Treasurer’s  Account,  presented  March  2,  1835, 
and  S  357.  78  arising  from  interest;  making  a  total  of  S  36, 
325.  47  applicable  to  the  Building. 

The  Payments  for  the  year  have  amounted  to  S  57,  513.  50 
On  the  following  Accounts:  viz. 

Building  Fund. 

For  the  purchase  of  Lot,  $  17,500.  00 
For  account  of  Building,  12,373.  08 


S  29,  873.  08 

Expenditure  Fund. 

For  House  Rent,  S  SOO.  00 

“  Salaries,  .  .  ,  1910.  00 

“  House  E.xpenses,  .  1828.  86 

“  Fuel, .  285.  73 

“  Incidental  charges.  .  615.83 

“  Piano  Forte,  .  200.  00 


S  5,640.  12 
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Temj}orctry  Loans,  for  Account  of 
13uilding  Fund,  payable  on  demand,  ®  22, 000.  00 
Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands,  Mar,  1,  1836,  5  436.  07 

The  Investments  are  as  follows: 

Permanent  Fund,  in  State  Loan,  ®  3,  600.  00 
Expenditure  Fund,  in  ditto,  2,337.  40 

Building  Fund,  loaned  temporarily,  4,  600.  00 
Errors  excepted. 

FRED.  FRALEY,  Treasurer. 

Philada.  March  1,  1836. 

The  undersigned  Committee  of  Finance,  having  examined  the 
within  Account,  and  compared  it  with  the  books  and  vouchers, 
find  the  same  correct,  leaving  a  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  &  seven  cents. 
Philada.  Mar.  7,  1836. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  \  Committee 
NATHAN  DUNN.  ^  of  Finance. 


The  State  of  tlie  Principal’s  Account  is  as  follows: 

1835. 

To  Cash  pd.  for  materials  for  manufacture,  %  198.  24 


4  4 

do. 

for  tuition  in  handicrafts. 

6. 

50 

4  4 

do. 

for  Harmonicon,  .... 

101. 

50 

44 

do. 

for  materials,  &:c.  used  in  the 

School  Room, 

109.  81 

4  4 

do. 

for  Tools, . 

13. 

19 

Expenses  of  journey  to  Easton, 

Bethlehem,  &c.  and  Incidentals,  50.  19 


Balance  in  liis  hands  at  this  date.  ,  .  123.  73 


t  603.  16 


1835. 

Mar.  .2,  By  Balance  in  hands,  .  .  .  ^272.62 

“  Sales  of  manufactured  articles,  .  161.  75 

“  Collections  at  Concerts  &  Examinations,  168.  79 


Tl/flir/t  7,  1836.  ^603.16 

J.  R.  FRIEDLANDER,  Principal. 


SuiiscKiPTiONs  and  Donations,  to  aid  the  funds  of  the  Insti¬ 
tution,  will  he  thankfully  received,  by  either  of  the  Managers, 
or  at  the  Institution,  Thirteenth  street,  above  Race. 

JP'fe  Subscription,  §30 — Jinnual  do.  §3. 


